CONNECTICUT LEGAL SERVICES

A PRIVATE NONPROFIT CORPORATION

SHIRLEY BERGERT, DIRECTOR, PUBLIC BENEFITS TASK FORCE

872 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 258 WILLIMANTIC, CT 06226-258

TELEFPHONE (860) 456-1761 EXT.1 15 OR 1-800-413-7796 (CLIENT TOLL-FREE LINE)
FAX (BBO) 4867420

E-MAIL SBERGERT@C ONMNLEGALSERVICES.ORG

SHIRLEY BERGERT
DirecTOR OF

PuBLIC BENEFITS TASK FORCE

ANNE 1 QUISE BLANCHARD
LITIGATION DIRECTOR

CATHERINE CUSHMAN
CHERYL DIANE FEUERMAN
BET GAILOR

JCELEN J. GATES
REBECCA LOOS

MYKLYN MAHONEY
SAMUEL T.D. NEVES, JR.
ROYAL STARK

WENDY W. WANCHAK
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

CAROLE MASTERS
VYOI UNTEER ATTORNEY

THOMAS W, CRATTY, JR.
LAUREL J. FREEMAN
PARALEGALS

Luz OsuBA
HERQILDA RIOS
! FGAL ASSISTANTS

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
62 WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457
(860) 344-0447

AARCN BAYER
BOARD CHAIR

STEVEN D. EPPLEREPSTEIN
ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Law OFFICES

211 STATE STREET
BRIDGEPORT, CT 06604

16 MAIN STREET
MNEW BrRITAIN, CT 08051

153 WILLIAMS STREET
NEW LONDON, CT 06320

20 SUMMER STREET
STAMFORD, CT 06901

B85 CENTRAL AVENUE
WATERBURY, CT 06702

872 MAIN STREET
WILLIMANTIC, CT 06226
SATELLITE OFFICES

5 COLONY STREET
MERIDEN, CT 06451

62 WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457

98 SOUTH MAIN STREET
SOUTH NORWALK, CT 06854

564 PROSPECT STREET
TORRINGTON, CT 06790

155 WEST MAIN STREET
ROCKVILLE, CT 06066

Comments Regarding Bill #983
AN ACT CONCERNING THE LOW-INCOME ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD
Before the Energy and Technology Commitiee
February 24, 2009
Prepared by Shirley Bergert'

Recommended Action: Support, with minor modification

This proposal makes state officials ex-officio non-voting members of the Low
income Energy Advisory Board (LIEAB). LIEAB is charged with advising the
General Assembly, Departments of Public Utility Control and Social Services and
the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) regarding low-income energy issues.
It is occasionally awkward to have LIEAB vote on issues when some of the
members voting are representatives of the agency being advised. This allows for
information and input from these members, without the awkwardness invoived in
having to recuse themselves from voting when there could be a conflict.

Suggested modification of the proposal: Subsection (b) of the proposal
deletes LIEAB’s current responsibility to advise and assisting OPM. OPM
sets energy policy affecting low income state residents. This language
should not be deleted. OPM has significant energy policy responsibilities, for
example, in administration of energy related grants, planning obligations regarding
energy requirements (CGS §16a-4a), broad oversight of energy matters (CGS
§16a-14), and it is obligated to operate an electric purchasing pool for state
facilities and offer low income households access to aggregated utility rates (CGS
§16a-14e). OPM also has responsibility for oversight of agency policy, budgeting
and programs in Title 4, including DSS planning regarding energy and
weatherization assistance block grants and potential state supplemental funding.
LIEAB should continue to have the authority to provide advice to OPM when
appropriate.

! Shirley Bergert sefves: on the Low Income Energy Advisory Board (Conn. Gen. Stat. §
16a-41b); as the residential representative on the Energy Conservation Management
Board overseeing the expenditure of ratepayer conservation funds in Connecticut Energy
Efficiency Fund (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16-245m); as the low income representative on the
Fuel Ol Conservation Board (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16a-221); and on the Advisory Beard of
the Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State University.




